
Sunday 10th May 2020 
This short act of worship has been prepared for use while we are unable to gather 
together to worship.  If you are well enough we invite you to spend a few 
moments with God, perhaps at 10:30am, the usual time our worship begins, 
knowing that other people are also sharing this act of worship with you. 

 
As we come to worship you may like to have a time of silence and light 

a candle. Let us remember that wherever we are, God is with us. 
 

Opening Praise 
Welcoming Jesus with your arms stretched wide,  
we come into your presence to bring you our thanks and praise,  
as we come together in spirit, on this Sunday morning.  
 

We thank you for another week,  
where you have walked with us or carried us,  
laughed with us or cried with us,  
listened to us and spoken to us.   
 

You are our rock and our light in these very different, sometimes dark days.   
But your light and love are guiding us and sustaining us  
and we are truly thankful.   
 

So now, dear Jesus, we are putting aside time to spend with you,  
to pray and read and sing.  We lift our hearts of love & praise to you.  Amen.    
 

Hymn: StF76 Sing Hosanna!   Anon, adapted by A Servison & others  
Sing/ Read /pray /proclaim the words or listen: https://youtu.be/swDWM1GfKMY  

 

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, 
Give me joy in my heart, I pray; 
Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, 
Keep me praising till the break of day: 

Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, Sing hosanna, to the King of kings. 
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, Sing hosanna to the King. 

 

Give me peace in my heart, keep me loving, 
Give me peace in my heart, I pray; 
Give me peace in my heart, keep me loving, 
Keep me loving till the break of day: Chorus….sing hosanna 

https://youtu.be/swDWM1GfKMY


Give me love in my heart, keep me serving, 
Give me love in my heart, I pray; 
Give me love in my heart, keep me serving, 
Keep me serving till the break of day: Chorus….sing hosanna                        
 
Reading: Psalm 91  (see additional sheet) 

Additional Readings: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; Acts 7:55-60; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14 
 

Reflection  
At the beginning of our time of lockdown, I read that someone was praying 
Psalm 91 every morning & night and found it really helpful.  I began to do the 
same and I have to say, I’ve found it a great comfort and God has spoken to me 
through it again and again.   
 

For me, I imagine I am holding my children’s hands, and in turn they are holding 
their loved ones hands & so on, forming a circle, and I take them before Jesus 
praying Psalm 91.   
 

God’s promises of protection in this Psalm have taken root in my heart and I 
have felt reassured of His protection these past few weeks.  There is one verse 
that really struck me:  v4b his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.  It is 
His faithfulness that is our protection. 
 
Prayer of Intercession 
Gracious and loving Jesus, we bring you our prayers.  We think about our world 
and how the coronavirus is affecting us all.  With lockdown and separation and 
sadly, the loss of loved ones, our lives have become very different.   

But even in these often dark times, love gives us hope.  
 

Healing Jesus, we pray for this virus to slow down and die.  We pray for a slowing 
down of its spread and for those who have it, to recover.  We pray for those who 
are grieving for their loved ones that they will know your peace. 

For even in these often cruel times, love gives us hope.  
 

We pray for health workers all over the world, putting themselves at risk. We pray 
for your protection as they work very long hours to serve others.  We pray for 
other front line workers, who are keeping our shops stocked with food and 
medicines, keeping our bins emptied, keeping our streets safe. Loving Lord, these 
people must be so very tired but they keep going.  

But even in these exhausting times, love gives us hope.  



We pray for the world’s leaders as they try to lead their countries through these 
extraordinary days and all the problems this virus is bringing.  We pray for the 
world’s media that they might communicate sensitively.  

For even with these complex problems, love gives us hope.  
 
Gracious Lord, we bring our Church family, our own families & friends, and our 
neighbourhoods.  Loving Jesus, we lift to you those who are known to us who 
need your healing touch.  We name them as we reach out to touch the hem of 
your garment on their behalf.  We imagine reaching out and as we grab hold of 
your garment, we imagine receiving your healing power/love/peace for the 
people we name and for ourselves.     

For in these times of need, love gives us hope.  
 
We pray all these prayers in Jesus’ precious, healing name.   Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer: Our Father… 
 
I came across this photo this week. It is the rare white Northern lights seen in 
Finland.  It is also known as ‘the hem of His garment’.   I can’t imagine how breath-
taking this must be in ‘real life’.  I’m sharing it as a reminder to us to reach out to 
Jesus in these strange times we’re living in, and touch the hem of His garment, 
whether for ourselves or in prayer for someone else.      
 

 
 
  



Reading  :  Mark 5 v27-29 & 34 
27 When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and 
touched his cloak, 28 because she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be 
healed.” 29 Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she 
was freed from her suffering.  34 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed 
you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.” 

 

Song: Touch the hem    by William McDowell, an American gospel musician.    
I thought these words were currently very appropriate. 
Sing/ Read /pray /proclaim the words or listen: https://youtu.be/BRfeCk0pW2w  
 
When hope is lost, and you find yourself broken 
When you can’t see your way, and all your prayers are unspoken 
You can run to Jesus, Reach out for Him, He knows what you need. 
 

Touch the hem of His garment, Touch the hem of His garment 
You’ll be made whole, Yes, you’ll be made whole. 

 
When you find it hard to see, And all the faith you have is weak 
When all you have is one last breath, Jesus says “reach out to Me” 
You can run to Jesus, Reach out for Him, He knows what you need. 
 
In His presence, Faith brings healing 
He is all you need, If you'd only…… 

Chorus…Touch the hem of His garment… 
 
There's healing, There's freedom, New life at the feet of Jesus 

Chorus…Touch the hem of His garment… 
 
Closing prayer 
Gracious Lord Jesus,  
we thank you that we have been blessed to be in your presence today  
and ask that you will walk with us,  
through this coming week,  
keeping us safe under your wings of love.  Amen.  
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https://youtu.be/BRfeCk0pW2w

