
Sunday April 12th, 2020 | Easter Sunday 

This short act of worship has been prepared for use while we are unable to gather 
together to worship. If you are well enough we invite you to spend a few moments 
with God, knowing that other people are also sharing this act of worship with you. 
 

Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Opening Prayer 
As we come to Worship let’s have a moment of silence and light a candle. 
 
Risen Lord Jesus, we gather today to celebrate. 
We gather to share in the joy of the resurrection. 
The stone has been rolled away, death has been defeated, 
You have overcome all the powers of darkness. 
May we know your risen presence with us today. 
Amen. 
 

Lent Liturgy         Lectionary Gospel: Matthew 28: 1-10, The Resurrection 

The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified, He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has 
been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there 
you will see him.”         Matthew 28:5-7 
 

If you have some you may wish to hold flowers or a piece of White Cloth 
We bring flowers, to remind us of the colour and vibrancy of life on earth.  
We bring white cloth to remind us of the empty grave clothes.  
We remember Christ, who is the resurrection and the life.  

 

Jesus said to her,” I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, 
even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die.           John 11: 25-26 
 

Hymn: StF 298 Christ the Lord is risen today: Alleluia!  
Charles Wesley (1707–1788) 

Sing/ Read /pray /proclaim the words or listen: https://youtu.be/WSs4_vc0pq0 
 

1) Christ the Lord is risen today; Alleluia! 
All creation joins to say: Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high; Alleluia! 
Sing, you heavens; let earth, reply: Alleluia! 

https://youtu.be/WSs4_vc0pq0


2) Love's redeeming work is done, Alle… 
Fought the fight, the battle won;   
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal;  
Christ has burst the gates of hell:  
 

3) Lives again our glorious King;  
 Where, O death, is now your sting?  
Once he died our souls to save;  
Where's your victory, boasting grave?  
 

4) Soar we now where Christ has led,  
Following our exalted Head;  
Made like him, like him we rise;  
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies:  
 

5) King of Glory!  Soul of bliss!  
Everlasting life is this,  
You to know, your power to prove,  
Thus to sing, and thus to love:  

Prayers of Praise 
All-Loving and all-powerful God, we thank you for this day and all it means – the 
assurance it brings that your love is stronger than anything else in heaven or 
earth – stronger than evil, than all human powers, than sorrow and suffering, 
than death itself. 
 

We thank you that in our world of so much pain and sorrow you have shown 
that hope and faith is not in vain. Your purpose is always at work, giving 
meaning to our seeking and striving after good. 
 

All-loving and all-powerful God, accept our praise for all you have done in Christ 
– a mystery before which we stand in awe, a wonder before which we bow 
down in praise, a truth in which we live and move and have our being.  
Accept our thanks for this day. Accept our thanks for everything, in the name of 
the living and risen Christ! Amen. 
 

Today’s Gospel Reading: John 20: 1-18 (see separate sheet) 

Additional readings: Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24, Acts 10:34-43, Colossians 3:1-4 
 

Reflection 
1066 is a date we all know: The Battle of Hastings. Did you know the Normans 
nearly lost the battle? 
 

The English were behind a stockade. The Normans twice tried to break through. 
The second time they were repelled, it was rumoured that their leader was 
dead. The troops immediately began to lose heart. Soon they would be in a 
headlong flight. William pulled off his helmet and rode among the troops 
shouting, “I am alive. I am still alive.” The result was immediate: new courage, 
new strength of heart and purpose. This time they burst through the stockade 
and victory was won. 



How like the state of the Disciples after Good Friday. They had seen Jesus die; 
they had lost heart. And then, on that Easter Morning, Jesus said to Mary, “Tell 
them I am still alive.” What a difference his appearing would make to them and 
to the world. 
 

The Promise of the Empty Tomb 
The promise of the empty tomb 
Rips the rug from under your feet, 
And says hold on tight 
We're going for a ride 
Into the deep unknown 
The promise of the empty tomb 
Says the story doesn't end the way  
You think it will. 
Yes, your future is set in stone, 
But I carved it and it's beautiful 
The promise of the empty tomb 
Says you are worth so much more 
Then you think you are 
You are to die for 
And I did 
The promise of the empty tomb 
Drives nails through darkness 
And says trust me 

I have a plan 
And it is good 
The promise of the empty tomb 
Rolls back the stone 
Dances on death 
And says why are you crying, 
Don't you know me? 

 

Now read John 20:1-18 again. Take time to reflect: 
What signs of life do you see around you today? 

What is the Holy Spirit saying to you? 
If Jesus were stood before you what would you like to ask him? 

 

‘The Empty Tomb’ painting by Richard Bevin reflects on the stillness of the 
empty tomb after Christ’s resurrection.  
Reflect on the stillness of our church buildings while we – the church – are not 

using them. What does resurrection look like for us today? 
 

Prayers for the world 
Resurrection God I bring before you now my hopes, desires, needs and concerns 
and I trust that you hear me and help me.  
 

For your church, a people of resurrection; frightened, weary, hopeful – may we 
all know your love empowering us to live the life we are gifted.  



For your world, a people and creation; frightened, weary, determined – may we 
all know your love empowering us to live the life we are gifted.  
 

For your vulnerable ones, the sick, the grieving, the isolated; frightened, weary, 
loved – may we all know your love empowering us to live the life we are gifted.  
 

I especially want to pray for ….. 
 

Resurrection God,  
These are my prayers, my hopes, concerns, desires and needs and I trust that 
you hear me and will help me, help me to be your hands, your feet, your voice 
in all those situations and with all those people who need to know your gift of 
life. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father …… 
 

Hymn: StF 295 Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks  Donald Fishel (b. 1950) 

Sing/ Read /pray /proclaim the words or listen: https://youtu.be/2U1MuOCHon4  
 

   Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord, 
   alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name.  
 

1) Jesus is Lord of all the earth; 
he is the King of creation: 
 

2) Spread the good news o'er all the 
earth: 
Jesus has died and has risen: 
 

3) We have been crucified with Christ; 
now we shall live for ever: 
 

4) God has proclaimed the just reward: 
new life for all!  Alleluia! 
 

5) Come, let us praise the living God, 
joyfully sing to our Saviour: 

 

Blessing 
God, we thank you for those who have told us  
the Good News of your love  
and that Jesus is risen from the dead.  
As we know the risen Christ,  
let us tell others, about this wonderful miracle. Amen. 
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