
Sunday 19th April 2020 
This short act of worship has been prepared for use while we are unable to gather 
together to worship.  If you are well enough we invite you to spend a few 
moments with God, perhaps at 10:30am, the usual time our worship begins, 
knowing that other people are also sharing this act of worship with you. 

 
As we come to worship you may like to have a time of silence and light 

a candle. Let us remember that wherever we are, God is with us. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Loving God, as we gather in our ones and twos, may we see you and hear you, 
may we feel you and touch you, may we know your presence with us now. 
Amen   
 
Hymn: StF 20 Be still       David J. Evans (b 1957) 
Sing/ Read /pray /proclaim the words or listen: https://youtu.be/ZugvUQ4m90U  

 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the holy One, is here 
Come bow before him now with reverence and fear 
In him no sin is found we stand on holy ground 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the holy One, is here 
 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around 
He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned 
How awesome is the sight our radiant king of light 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around 
 
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place 
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace  
No work too hard for Him, in faith receive from him 
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place 

 
Let us pray together 
Loving God, as we come into your presence,  
we praise your name, we declare your greatness and rejoice in your goodness.  
 
We come together with our thanks  
for everything you have given us through Jesus Christ.  
We thank you for all the gifts you have given us,  

https://youtu.be/ZugvUQ4m90U


for the support and guidance that you have given us  
and for the strength we have needed to carry on.  
 

Most of all, we thank you for your love, a love which constantly surrounds us.  
But we come knowing that we have failed you,  
that we have failed to hear you calling us  
and we have failed to recognize you in our lives.  
We have turned away from your love,  
and we have doubted that you are there. 
 

Forgive us Lord, ………. 
 

We ask, this morning, that, through your love for us,   
you will restore our focus on you.   
Teach us to listen and hear your voice,  
and feel your love all around us. 
Amen  
 
Today’s Gospel Reading:  John 20:19-31 
Additional Readings: Psalm 16, Acts 2:14a, 22-32, 1 Peter 1:3-9 
 
Time to Reflect:  
Have you ever, especially in these difficult times, wondered where God is?  
Have you ever doubted that He is there for you? 
 

I have often wondered what Thomas felt or said after Jesus had appeared to 
him in those days after the Resurrection.  I was therefore intrigued to read what 
one writer imagined that he would have said: 
 

“I wanted to know, that’s all.   
I just wanted to see for myself if it was true because that was what I am like.  
It’s the way I have always been since I was a boy. 
I just don’t believe anything I can’t touch or see myself .  
I am unable to see anything positive about the future.  
I simply dwell on the bad, and forget the good. 

So when Jesus was crucified , without Him in my life, 
it felt as if my world had fallen apart. 

Then, suddenly he was there again amongst us, arms outstretched in welcome. 
Then I knew and I believed that he was the Son of God.  
But then he went, and we were alone again. 



But now it doesn’t matter that we cannot see him, because we know he is there, 
we can feel his presence inside us, guiding us and renewing us. Loving us.” 
 

Are there times in your life when you have felt like Thomas?  
Are there times when you have felt that God is not there?  
 

But God is there, He is in the world around us, His wonderful creation, and He is 
in the love and kindness which we are all showing to each other, especially at 
this time. God is there, it is as simple as opening our eyes, opening our hearts 
and seeing him, believing that God is love. 
 

Someone once said to me “Every morning, when I awake, my room is dark. If I 
draw my curtains the sunlight will come shining in. It is not the drawing of the 
curtains which makes the sun shine. It is always there”. Just the same, God is 
always there, we just need to “draw the curtains” and accept his love. 
 
Read John 20: 19-31 again, perhaps reflecting on the character and feelings of 
Thomas. How do your own feelings today compare to those of Thomas?  
Still yourself for a few moments, ‘draw the curtains’ and make yourself aware 
of the presence of God, and acknowledging his love for you.  
 
A time of prayer 
Ever present and loving God,  
We pray this morning for all who cry out and long to hear you,  
 

We pray for all who are suffering. 
The poor and hungry, 
The frightened and anxious, 
The lonely and unloved. 
 

We pray for our families, our friends, and for the members of our Churches.  
We pray for all those we know who may be ill, those who are struggling,  
those who are confused and conflicted…  
(you might like to name names here) 
 

So many people are crying out for help. 
We pray, Lord,  that you will reach out to them all in your love. 
 

Finally Lord, we pray that your Spirit of Truth and Love will fill all our hearts 
today, tomorrow and every day. Amen 
  The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father …… 



Hymn: StF 706 Longing for light, we wait in darkness  Bernadette Farrell (b 1957) 
Sing/ Read /pray /proclaim the words or listen: https://youtu.be/7Y5N6oxIKH0  
 

1. Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to You. 
Make us Your own, Your holy people 
Light for the world to see. 
 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in Your church gathered today. 
 
2. Longing for peace, our world is 
troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 

Christ, be our light!... 
 

3. Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us Your bread, broken for others, 
Shared until all are fed. 

Christ, be our light!... 
 
4. Longing for shelter, many are 
homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone. 

Christ, be our light!... 
 
5. Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
making your kingdom come. 

Christ, be our light!...
 
A prayer of blessing 
God of grace and power  
who is always with us, 
Grant us peace  
in this time of change, 
Grant us the wisdom and strength  
to get the best out of everyday,  
And may the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ  
be always with us.  
Amen  
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