
Maundy Thursday | 9th April 2020 
This short act of worship has been prepared for use while we are unable to gather 
together to worship.  If you are well enough we invite you to spend a few 
moments with God, knowing that other people are also sharing this act of 
worship with you today. 
 

As we come to worship, take a moment to still yourself and recognise the 
presence of God with us. You may like to light a candle, or place a cross or 

bible in front of you.  
 

Call to Worship  Based on Philippians 2 
Christ Jesus was in the form of God 
But He did not cling to equality with God 
 

He emptied himself, taking the form of a servant 
And was born in our human likeness 
 

Being found in human form He humbled himself 
And became obedient unto death, even death on a cross 
 

Therefore God has highly exalted Him 
And bestowed on Him the name above every name 
 

That at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow 
In heaven and on earth and under the earth 
 

And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord 
To the glory of God the Father.  
 
Song: StF667 O watcher in the wilderness    ©2007 Dominic Grant 
Sing/ Read /pray the words or listen: https://youtu.be/JDYxcz5dJhY  
 
1. O Watcher in the wilderness,  
O Lord of bush and flame,  
You meet us when we least expect  
And summon us by name.  
From our routine we turn aside 
To see your wonders here;  
You bid us stand on holy ground,  
And overcome our fear.  

2. O Friend and Master, Jesus Christ,  
In whose great name we meet,  
You take the basin and the towel  
And kneel to wash our feet.  
You call upon us by this sign,  
As we’ve been served, to serve;  
Then send us out to do God’s work,  
To give without reserve.  

 

https://youtu.be/JDYxcz5dJhY


3. O Guide and comfort, Holy God,  
Among your people now,  
You speak to us, and urge us grow,  
And gifts and grace endow.   
Unblock our ears, unlock our hearts,  
Truly to hear your word;  
And strengthen, Lord,  
Each onward step,  
To live as we have heard. 
 
Let us pray 
Living God, we bring our thanks and praise as we bring to mind the Last Supper 
you shared with your disciples, sharing their surprise as you washed their feet 
and then broke the bread, knowing that one of them would betray you.   
Help us to be ready to watch and pray alongside you in the garden.  
Still our hearts and minds to seek your guidance and peace at this challenging 
time so that we can lead others to the hope that you bring. Amen.  
 
Reading: John 13:1-17 
 
Reflection  
I have chosen to reflect on the account of the Last Supper in John’s Gospel as we 
get this exciting description of Jesus washing the Disciples feet. Jesus acts like a 
slave, much to everyone’s surprise. Imagine how dirty those feet would have 
been. What would it have been like to be standing in line as Jesus came closer? 
No wonder Peter protests.  
 

The Gospel writer shows a comparison with Jesus casting aside his clothes to take 
up the towel with the Word being made flesh. God taking on human form as 
described in John chapter 1.   Jesus is showing the disciples that they should be 
ready to wash one another’s feet and that leaders need to be ready to serve 
those who work under them.  He gives them and us a pattern to follow for 
sharing the Gospel with others. 
 

During these times of restricted movement due to COVID-19, we all have to 
adjust to changes in the way we can serve one another. We cannot carry out our 
usual activities. How can we serve when we have to stay at home? It might be 
helping getting shopping or medicines for someone who can’t get out at all, 



phoning those who might be on their own, giving financial donations to charities 
who will be losing their usual donations. 
 

I have found myself sorting out online shopping deliveries for elderly relatives 
and supporting friends and family unsettled by changes to their jobs and learning 
to find new routines, while adjusting to working from home for the foreseeable 
future myself. 
 

In verse 34 Jesus says, ‘A new commandment I give unto you that you love one 
another as I have loved you. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 
if you love one another.’  The Old Testament commandment was to love your 
neighbour as yourself, now Jesus takes this to another level and says we need to 
love as Jesus loves, to show compassion, to spend time with those who are 
difficult to love. 
 

At this time it is all the more important that we try to share the hope we have in 
following Jesus to counteract all the scary news bulletins. It has been heart-
warming to see the numbers of people volunteering to help others and celebrities 
and others setting up teaching and other activities online for children and adults 
at home to share in. There are also some great worship resources to share in. 
Amidst the anxiety of the present time we can be encouraged that the Holy Spirit 
is at work enabling people to support each other. 
 

After the Last Supper, Jesus goes to the garden of Gethsemane to pray (Matthew 
26:36-46). He prays ‘My Father if it is possible may this cup be taken from me. Yet 
not as I will but as you will.’ He knows that he has to go to his death. This is 
clearly an agonising time. The disciples keep falling asleep and struggle to be 
there when Jesus needs them.  Our challenge is to be ready to be there, to watch 
and pray alongside others who might be struggling with illness, anxiety, 
unemployment and other challenges. We may not have any answers but we can 
be there whether on the phone, in person or dropping a note through a letterbox.    
 

Let us take some time this Maundy Thursday to watch and pray, to wait on God 
to guide us and to pray that the Holy Spirit will give us confidence to share the 
peace that the world cannot give with those who need our support. 
 
Reflect  
Pause, in the presence of God, to watch and pray. What is God saying to you right 
now? How is God calling you to respond? When you’re ready, pray using the Taizé 
chant on the next page or reflect on the copy of the painting on the extra sheet.  



StF780 Stay with Me   Taize Community  
Sing, pray or listen https://youtu.be/zkivkORaeJA  
 
Stay with me  
Remain here with me  
Watch and pray 
Watch and pray 
 

 

Hymn: StF569 An upper room did our Lord prepare  Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) 

Sing/ Read /pray the words or listen: https://youtu.be/JDYxcz5dJhY  
 
1.An Upper Room did our Lord prepare 
for those he loved until the end: 
and his disciples still gather there 
to celebrate their Risen Friend. 
 
2. A lasting gift Jesus gave his own: 
to share his bread, his loving cup. 
Whatever burdens may bow us down, 
he by his Cross shall lift us up. 

 
3.And after Supper he washed their feet 
for service, too, is sacrament. 
In him our joy shall be made complete  
sent out to serve, as he was sent. 
 
4.No end there is! We depart in peace, 
he loves beyond the uttermost: 
in every room in our Father’s house 
he will be there as Lord and Host. 

 

Closing Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, Broken for all 
Reach out now to our broken world 
And teach us to reach out in turn 
Show us where you would have us serve 
Teach us what you would have us do 
And use us to fulfil your purposes 
May your grace bring hope. 
May your love bring healing. 
To the glory of your name 
Amen 
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