
Sunday 31st May 2020     Pentecost 
 

This short act of worship has been prepared for use while we are unable to gather 
together to worship.  If you are well enough we invite you to spend a few 
moments with God, perhaps at 10:30am, the usual time our worship begins, 
knowing that other people are also sharing this act of worship with you. 

 
As we come to worship you may like to have a time of silence and light 

a candle. Let us remember that wherever we are, God is with us. 
 

Gathering Words 
Lord we come, to worship, to pray and to meet with you. 
Lord, our words are for you, 
Our prayers are in Christ’s name, 
and our meeting is in the power of the Spirit.  
Lord, accept this our worship, 
and make your presence felt that we may know we are worshipping.  
Amen 
 
Scripture: Genesis 1:1-2 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth,  
the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, 
while a wind from God, [the spirit of God] swept over the face of the waters.  
 
Adoration  
We pray together using the words of this hymn. 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God; 
 fill me with life anew, 
 that I may love what thou dost love, 
 and do what thou wouldst do. 
 
    Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
 until my heart is pure, 
 until with thee I will one will, 
 to do and to endure. 
   
 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
 till I am wholly thine, 



 until this earthly part of me 
 glows with thy fire divine. 
  
 Breathe on me, Breath of God; 
 so shall I never die, 
 but live with thee the perfect life 
 of thine eternity. 

Amen. 
 
Reading: Acts 2:1-21 
Additional Readings: Psalm 104:24-34, 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13, John 19:19-23 

 
 
Untitled – Pentecost  
John Brokenshire 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Brokenshire says of this abstract painting that he “was keen to get a very loosely 
represented image of a bird in space into my painting. But I wanted a sense of a 
bird hovering, not on a trajectory. At the same time, I hoped to refer in some 
way to angels: even if very obliquely by colour alone or by suggestion. Darkness 
had to be the counterpoint to this.…The title Pentecost was not suggested by 
me, but was the highest interpretation I could hope for from any viewer.” 
 



Reflect 
I don’t know about you, but if I’m heading somewhere, I’m often fairly focused 
on the destination. I want to get to where I’m going, as efficiently as I can. If I’ve 
a task to do, I like to get on and get it done.  
 
On a number of occasions in my life, this painting has challenged me to stop 
focusing on the journey and destination for a moment, and to remember the 
presence of God in every moment, not just the destination. To pause, and 
recognise God’s presence under my feet and in the air around me. To remember 
that God is as much with me now as where I am heading.  
 
There is much about the coming weeks we do not know. Yet, in the midst, God’s 
Spirit hovers over us & with us, every step of the way with a song saying look, 
listen, see – God is here.    
 
Take a moment to still yourself, to feel God’s Spirit under your feet, in the air 
around you. Where you stand is holy ground. Here, God’s presence is.  

Spirit of God, thank you for hovering with us, singing your song. 
 Help me to daily look, listen and see – that you are here.  
 
Prayers for ourselves and others 
In the power of the Spirit, we bring you our prayers,  
through Christ, to our Heavenly Father. 
 
We pray that we may be your witnesses in the world,  
seeing always beyond its superficiality. 
Breathe on us, Lord, and deepen us in the life of your kingdom. 
 
We pray that we may be your witnesses in the world,  
seeing always beneath its pain. 
Breathe on us, Lord, and deepen us in the life of your kingdom. 
 
We pray that we may be your witnesses in the world,  
seeing always beyond its beauty. 
Breathe on us, Lord, and deepen us in the life of your kingdom. 
 
We pray that we may be your witnesses in the world,  
pointing always to the love of Christ present in all things. 
Breathe on us, Lord, and deepen us in the life of your kingdom. 



 
For the world, our communities, our loved one’s we pray… 

…raise the prayers of your heart before our God who hears… 
 
We pray your kingdom come, your will be done… 

…The Lord’s Prayer… 
Amen  

Blessing 
Spirit of God, 
Come as gentle wind, 
Blowing upon us your encouragement, 
Be a gust that points us to love, 
Be a breeze that shows us peace. 
 
Spirit of God, 
Come as fire, 
Igniting us with your truth, 
Be a spark that awakens and inspires us, 
Be a flame that will never go out. 
 
Spirit of God, 
Come as life, 
Breathing abundant life into our very 
existence, 
Be the life-source of our living, 
Be overflowing of our loving. 
 
Spirit of God, 
Wind, fire, life. 
Come. 
Amen. 
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