
  

 

 

With Christians and congregations across the area we are 

encouraging you to meet the rising sun to celebrate the Risen Son.  

 

Do this in whatever way works for you. Remain in your home and 

look out of the window, going into your garden or find an open 

space somewhere to watch the sunrise.  

 

Sunrise is forecast around 6:30am, we suggest getting up/out by 

6am to be able to witness the sunrise.  

 

Enclosed are some words of prayer and reflection to aid this 

experience, with thanks to Bognor Regis Salvation Army for offering 

them to Christians and congregations across the area.  

 

We also encourage you to photograph the sunrise. If you can, it 

would be great to see your pictures and your experince of meeting 

the rising sun and celebrating the risen Son shared by social 

media, using the hashtag #EasterSONrise. 



A Prayer for Easter Sunday - Resurrection Day Celebration  
 
Dear God,  

Thank you that you make all things new.  

Thank you for the victory and power that is in your name.  

Thank you that you hold the keys over death.  

Thank you that by your might, Jesus was raised from the grave, paving 
the way for us to have new life with you.  

Thank you that you had plan, thank you that you made a way.  

We praise you for your great strength, we praise you for your lavish 
love.  

We praise you that you are Conqueror, Victor, Redeemer, and Friend.  

We praise you that you are Deliverer, Worthy One, Everlasting Father, 
Great and Awesome God.  

We confess our need for you…fresh…new…again.  

We ask that you renew our hearts, minds, and lives, for the days ahead.  

We pray for your refreshing over us.  

Keep your words of truth planted firm within us, help us to keep 
focused on what is pure and right, give us the power to be obedient to 
your word.  

Shine your light in us, through us, over us.  

May we make a difference in this world, for your glory and purposes.  

Set you way before us. May all your plans succeed.  

We may reflect your peace and hope to a world that so desperately 
needs your presence and healing.  

Thanks be to you God, for your indescribable gift!  

To you be glory and honour, on this Resurrection Day, and forever.  

In Jesus’ name, Amen.  



A Sonrise Encounter – Early In The Morning  
Lord God, early in the morning, when the world was young,  
you made life in all its beauty and terror;  
you gave birth to all that we know:  
sky and seas; plants and trees; bodies of light in the sky;  
creatures of the land, water, and air; humankind.  
 

In the beginning, God created everything:  
the heavens above and the earth below.  

And it happened just as God said. Then God surveyed everything He had 
made, savouring its beauty and appreciating its goodness.  

Evening gave way to morning.  
That was day six.  

 
So now you see how the Creator swept into being the spangled heavens, the 
earth, and all their hosts in six days. On the seventh day—with the canvas of 

the cosmos completed—God paused from His labour and rested.  
(Gen. 1:1, 30-2:2)  

 
Early in the morning, when the world least expected it, a new-born child 
crying in a cradle announced that you had come among us, that you were 
one of us. The angels proclaimed it, the shepherds heard it, and in 
obedience worshipped.  

 
Joseph went up to Bethlehem . . . with Mary,  

who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.  
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born,  

and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 

over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  

But the angel said to them,  
“Do not be afraid.  

I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people.  
Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you;  

he is the Messiah, the Lord.”  
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph,  

and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God  

for all the things they had heard and seen,  
which were just as they had been told.  

(excerpts from Luke 2:4-20)  



Early in the morning, surrounded by respectable liars, religious leaders, 
anxious statesmen, and silent friends,  
you accepted the penalty for doing good, for being God:  
You shouldered and suffered the cross, and with the words, “It is finished!” 
you put an end to our hopeless state of death,  
giving instead the promise of salvation and life.  
 

Though He was in the form of God,  
He chose not to cling to equality with God;  

But He poured Himself out to fill a vessel brand new;  
a servant in form and a man indeed.  

The very likeness of humanity, He humbled Himself,  
obedient to death—a merciless death on the cross! (Phil. 2:6-8)  

 
Early in the morning, a voice in a guarded graveyard,  
empty cloths and footsteps in the dew proved that you had risen,  
that you had come back to those and for those  
who had forgotten, denied, and destroyed you.  
 

But God raised Jesus and unleashed Him from the agonizing birth pangs of 
death, for death could not possibly keep Jesus in its power.  

He was talking about Jesus, the One God has raised,  
whom all of us have seen with our own eyes and announce to you today.  

(Acts 2:24, 32)  
 
Blessed is God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, the Anointed One! Because He 

has raised Jesus the Anointed from death,  
through His great mercy we have been reborn into a living hope  

(1 Pet. 1:3)  
Early in the morning, the body of believers gather together,  
one in faith and hope, one in purpose:  
To believe in and worship you, the one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
To live forgiven and thankful lives, and to celebrate the victory over death 
and the promise of eternal life.  

 
Thank God, then, for our Lord Jesus, the Anointed, the Liberating King,  

who brought us victory over the grave. (1 Cor. 15:57)  
 
Go, in awe of the creation, incarnation, death,  
and resurrection of our God and give thanks.  
For God has raised Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses to the fact.  
Amen.  

He is risen! 


