
Rev Dan Balsdon 
Methodist Minister (Presbyter) | West Sussex (Coast and Downs) Circuit  

Serving Bognor Regis, Felpham and Westergate Methodist Churches 

 

Tel: 01243 823895  |  E: dan.balsdon@methodist.org.uk  |  Blog: www.revdanbalsdon.com 

28 Kyoto Court, Bognor Regis, West Sussex, PO21 2UL 
 

 

Pandemic Pastoral Letter #18 | 2nd July 2021 

Christ himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  

Colossians 1:17 

Dear Siblings in Christ,  

Many of you will know that I have spent the last week of June as a representative of 

the South East Methodist District at the annual Methodist Conference. We had a large 

agenda and conferred together and made decisions on numerous areas of the life of 

the connexion, including Oversight and Trusteeship, Education and Schools, Justice, 

Dignity and Solidarity, the environment, safeguarding, online worship and communion, 

finance, the pandemic, and the item which has been picked up upon most by the 

national media the subject of marriage and relationships.  

As a conference we devoted a significant length of time to conferring on this report, 

which was a culmination of many periods of consultation and conferring over many 

years, including our own most recent conversations in the circuit in early 2020.  

After a generous and gracious time of confering, where a very wide range of views on 

the subject of marriage and relationships was held, the conference voted, by 

significant margins, to adopt various resolutions on, among other things, good relating 

and cohabiting, and resolved to change our understanding of Marriage as a Methodist 

Church to affirm two equally valid understandings:  

1. that marriage can only be between a man and a woman;  

2. that marriage can be between any two people.  

This will enable both local Methodist churches and ministers and other persons 

authorised by trustees to conduct marriages, to opt-in to be able to conduct same sex 

marriages on their premises later in the year, once some connexional legal processes 

with the General Registry Office are completed.   

In due course, we will enter our next stage of conferring as local churches and 

congregations, and then the church council meeting will make a decision.  

But for the moment, we pause and are mindful of the significance of this moment. This 

is a time of weeping. For some, they weep because it is a moment of great joy, now 

feeling fully welcomed and affirmed where they were previously excluded and hurt. For 

others they weep because it is a time of pain, and are hurt by these decisions and no 

longer feel Methodism can be their home. And for others still, they will be uncertain 

how to feel or what to think just now. This diversity of feeling is not only that of others 
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around the Methodist connexion, but are the diverse feelings I know are present 

among us as a congregation.  

In light of the diversity of feeling across the conenxion and in congregations, the 

President and Vice President of the conference have written to all congregations: 

Dear Friends  

We wished to take this opportunity to write to you after the Conference voted on 

the resolutions contained in the marriage and relationships report.  

We very much appreciate that these decisions will stir up many different 

emotions for our siblings across the Connexion. There will be some who will be 

deeply hurt and others who will rejoice by what has been decided.  

Our Presidential theme this year is God’s Table: An Invitation for All, and God’s 

invitation is for every single one of us. The Methodist Church has held tension for 

many years and as a Church and a family, we must do all we can to live with 

contradictory convictions.  

This work was first reflected on back in 1992 and we have been on this journey 

together since that point. During the past years we have continued to listen to 

and to pray for each other and remaining true to what God is saying to us. We 

must remember in all this, to continue to hold each other in prayer, and to 

support each other as we find a way forward, respecting our differences.  

It is perhaps helpful to remember that there are other issues, some of them 

discussed at the Conference, on which we hold differing and sometimes strong 

opinions. We live with them and we do not allow them to impair our communion 

with each other. We respect each other’s consciences, we exercise judgment in 

when to speak and when to be silent, and we hold one another in prayer. We do 

all this not for our own sake but for the sake of Christ and the sake of the world 

which urgently needs to know the power of Christ’s reconciling love.  

Our prayer for you, beloved siblings, is that in joy or sorrow, in pain or excitement, 

we might continue to live within that reconciling love. 

Rev Sonia Hicks, President of the Conference and 

Barbara Easton, Vice-President of the conference. 
 

Siblings I ask you pray for one another and the connexion, as I continue to be 

committed to pray for you. If any of you wish for further conversation with me, to 

know how to access the reports and associated material, or to talk about the next 

steps and consequences of these decisions, as always please contact me.  

In love and grace, Rev Dan Balsdon  



News & Updates 
Thanks 

Siblings in Christ, I thank you for your emails, texts, phone calls, cards and gifts I 

have received – and that which I am told I am yet to receive to mark my 

ordination. The love, care and encouragement shown to me and my family in my 

time here, and especially through the pandemic has been phenomenal and there 

are not enough words to express how much your fellowship has meant to me.  

I will be reflecting on my ordination a little in onsite worship services over the 

coming weeks.  

Final Month of 9am Together Worship 

On 25th July we will hold our final 9am Together service via phone and zoom.  

Rev Dan will lead us in a special service of fellowship that day, which will also 

include a Love Feast, and all are invited for the special time of worship together 

as we mark the fruitfulness and value of our 9am phone/zoom services over the 

last 15 months and declare purpose fulfilled.  

Worshipping Together Booklets, Prayer Guide 

Your Worshipping Together booklet for the rest of July is enclosed, including a 

prayer guide for July. Our thanks to Debbie Dean for preparing this for us. 

As indicated last month, the posted and emailed worship booklets will continue 

despite 9am Together coming to an end, and will also be exploring the idea of a 

weekday online/phone worship gathering for all 3 congregations in the autumn. 

Zoom Coffee 

Every Wednesday at 10am you can join our zoom and phone-in coffee morning, 

hosted by Lynne James, and accessed via the Together channel. Bring your 

favourite brew, biscuit, or cake of your choice and enjoy a chance to share 

fellowship with each other. All welcome.  

Zoom Prayer Space 

Meeting by phone and zoom every week in July from 7:30-8pm, with a particular 

focus on Impact Felpham, the Scripture Union Mission Week we hope to run 

between 26th and 29th July.  

COVID-19  -  Update on Transition & Future Planning 

We continue to await information on whether the Step 4 lockdown easing will 

occur on the new date of 19th July – and if so, what mitigations we will either be 

legislated or advised to be following. Our TOT teams continue to monitor our risk 

assessments and are always available if you have any questions.  



Worship in July 

The below summarises the circuit plan for our section of the circuit for July, with 

opportunities for worship by phone, online and face to face.  

July 2021 
July  

4th  

11th 

 

18th  25th  

Together 9am 

Zoom and Phone  

Dan Balsdon 

& team 
Dan Balsdon 

& team 
Malcolm Lindo 

Dan Balsdon 

& team 

Love Feast 

Morning Worship 

@ 10:30am  

Bognor Regis 

Rev Geoff Bell 
Dan Balsdon  
Communion 

Adam Cook  Wendy Corney  

Morning Worship 

@ 10:30am  

Streamed by zoom 

and phone + Face to 

Face @ Felpham  

Lynne James Malcolm Lindo 
Dan Balsdon  
Communion 

Liz Bates 

Morning Worship  

@ 10:30am  

Westergate 

Dan Balsdon  
Communion 

Tony Brazier  Geoff Craghill 
Dan Balsdon  
Communion 

 
 

 


