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Pandemic Pastoral Letter #19 | 26th July 2021 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 

people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you 

out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; 

once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

1 Peter 2:9-10 (NRSVA) 

Dear friends,   

Over the last 2 weeks I’ve spent a lot of time reading new guidance for Step 4 of 

the roadmap. I’ve been pondering what it means for my ministry, and the mission 

and ministry in our churches. After so many months of restriction and legislation 

on what we do and don’t do together, this is a significant change as we now move 

away from legislation and restriction on what we do to appropriately adopt 

guidance and take ‘personal responsibility’.  

Ministering with such restrictions, alongside all our varied anxieties and 

uncertainties, has been tough. I can’t say I’ve enjoyed having to serve among you 

in this way, despite knowing that for our wellbeing and safety, and to do what we 

can to care for one another, this has been necessary. As a presbyter whose 

passion and call is to enable you in mission and ministry, I’ve found it hard having 

to go against my gut, a times feeling like I’m keeping you all in a straight jacket!  

As we enter Step 4, the virus has not gone away. Risk remains, and so we will 

need to maintain mitigations as we continue to assess risk and adopt guidance 

that helps us discern ways to be church together which also continue to be 

sensible and safer. Guidance for how to ‘be’ together.  

I hope that as we gradually discern our being together, we will be more enabled 

and empowered in mission and ministry. Sometimes we may still feel a bit 

restricted, but as we emerge this will lessen as we gradually inhabit new ways of 

being together that are also sensible and safer.  

Throughout scripture, and in 1 Peter 2, God calls his people, a chosen, holy, royal 

community, called into his marvellous light to be a proclaimation of God’s glory. 

Yes, God gifts and calls individuals to particular tasks, but this ultimate call and 

way of being for God’s people is a call to all the community.  
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As we continue to emerge we are all called to play our part in God’s community. 

Over the coming months we will begin to explore what sort of community God is 

calling us to be post-pandemic.  

I believe one of those callings is to be a community of care. We continue to have 

a wide range of confidence and anxiety in our congregations, so despite the lifting 

of restrictions we want to assure you that we are continuing to seek to mitigate 

the virus, mindful of the vulnerable and anxious. Below you will find our own 

guidance on how we will all seek to live and love as a community of care. 

In love and grace, Rev Dan Balsdon 

Living and Loving as a Community of Care 
 

What we will be doing across the premises to be a community of care... 

• Maintaining high levels of ventilation 

• Continued cleaning & hygiene regimes  

• Ensure we have teams on hand at services and events to offer guidance  

• Keeping seating spread out  

• Regularly reviewing all Risk Assessments 

 

What can you do to be part of our community of care?  

Feeling unwell? Please stay at home to rest and recover, and follow NHS and 

government guidance. We want you to be well! 

Keep Space: We all have different levels of confidence and anxiety right now. 

Please be aware of how you and others are feeling - maintain some distance 

between each other, and don't be afraid to ask someone to give you a bit more 

space.  

Face Coverings: If you can, please continue wearing a face covering (especially 

if you plan to sing during worship), while they are no longer legally required, the 

science still says that wearing them reduces risk of transmission.  

And finally, please follow the basics... 

• Use the hand sanitiser provided 

• If you are willing, scan the Test and Trace QR code or leave your details with 

our paper record 

• Be mindful to reduce movement around the building where you can 

• If you can, get outside for a chat, because that is safer for you.  

• Follow any additional guidance from our teams or signage around the building.  

 



News & Updates 
Heartfelt Thanks 

After thanking you all in my last letter, I have been absolutely overwhelmed by 

the wonderful gifts I have received from BRMC, FMC and WGMC. I love them all, 

and really cannot believe how generous you have all been. The gifts will be 

treasured and used as appropriate through my years of ministry.   

Worshipping Together Booklets, Prayer Guide 

Your Worshipping Together booklet for August is enclosed. This takes a different 

format this month. A number of those who are housebound have asked if this 

resource can continue beyond lockdowns, but as I am sure you can appreciate, 

creating this resource also takes a significant amount of time. This new format is 

a first attempt to continue to offer such a resource in a way that may be more 

sustainable. 

Also enclosed is a prayer guide for August. Our thanks to Debbie Dean for 

preparing this for us. 

Feedback Request – Worshipping Together + Worship on the Phone  

Any feedback on the new format Worshipping Together booklets for August and 

and September will be appreciated for our further reflection on continuing to offer 

at home resources. Please speak to Rev Dan.  

Last week, after 65 gatherings, we held our final 9am Together service. We want 

to explore whether there could be space for a different, yet similar offering across 

our 3 congregations in the months to come, so if you have thoughts or ideas, 

please do share them with Rev Dan as we explore and seek God’s leading 

Annual Leave  

Rev Dan will be on annual leave from 5th to 27th August inclusive, during this time 

cover arrangements will be available, please initially contact a member of our 

church stewarding or pastoral team.  

COVID-19  -  Ongoing Oversight  

Our TOT teams continue to monitor our risk assessments and are always 

available if you have any questions.  

 

Provisional Dates for Church Meetings 

We are beginning to put provisional dates together for church meetings in the 

Autumn. Agendas and other relevant papers will be circulated closer to the time 

as we are able. 



These are provisional dates and subject to change if the trajectory of the 

pandemic leads us to judge that a change is necessary. Below is a summary of 

dates confirmed so far. We will continue to update you as further dates are set.  

Our General Church Meetings in particular will be important spaces where we will 

devote a significant amount of time to reflecting together on our shared lives 

together as congregations through the pandemic so far, lamenting what we have 

lost and testifying to where we have encountered God.  

We will also begin conversations about the future of our shared life together, 

prayerfully seeking God as we discern what paths God may be calling us to travel.  

Bognor Regis 

General Church Meeting – Sunday 5th September, 10:30am onwards  

Pastoral Meeting – Wed 15th September: 10am – 11:30am  

Felpham 

General Church Meeting – Sunday 3rd October, 10:30am onwards  

Westergate  

General Church Meeting – Sunday 19th September, 10:30am onwards  

Church Council meeting – Thursday 7th October, 1:30 – 3:30pm  

(Possibly preceded by a bring your own picnic lunch) 

Worship in August 

The below summarises the circuit plan for our section of the circuit for August. 

Felpham’s 10:30am service will continue to also be available by phone and zoom on 

the Together Channel (access details on past mailings).  

August 

2021 

1st  8th  

 

15th  22nd  29th  

Morning Worship 

@ 10:30am  

Bognor Regis 

Rev Dan 

Balsdon  
Communion 

Rev John 

Jennings 

Margaret 

Thompson 

Rev Tony 

Brazier 

Malcolm 

Lindo 

Morning Worship 

@ 10:30am  

Streamed by 

zoom and phone 

+ onsite @ 

Felpham  

Rev Geoff Bell  
Rev Tony 

Brazier  
Communion 

Joyce Stroud Lynne James  
Rev Dan 

Balsdon 

Morning Worship  

@ 10:30am  

Westergate 

David Booth Lynne James Liz Bates David Parr 

Rev Dawn 

Carn  

Communion 
 

 


